Attending wine tastings


How did you first get interested in wine and/or wine tastings?
WE HAVE FAMILY (COUSIN) WHO IS A WINE MAKER; FAMILY MEMBERS MOVED TO WINE AREA OF CALIFORNIA AND SO GOING TO WINERIES IS NATURAL THING TO DO; MY WIFE DEVELOPED AN INTEREST IN COOKING (WINE AND FOOD GO TOGETHER) AND I BEGAN TRAVELING TO FRANCE ON A REGULAR BASIS FOR WORK.


What is it that you like about wine and/or wine tastings?
-DEVELOPED A FONDNESS FOR GOOD TASTING FOOD AND WINE – ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW TO TRY – VERY GOOD SOCIAL ACTIVITY


How do you find out about the tastings?
WINE MAGAZINES; EMAIL DISTRIBUTION FROM THE WINE CLUBS I BELONG TO; FRIENDS, ETC.


Do you regularly attend tastings? If so, which ones?
PITTSBURGH ANNUAL WINE FESTIVAL; DREADNOUGHTS; ZAP (ZINFANDEL ADVOCATES AND PRODUCERS); RHONE RANGERS; WINERIES WHENEVER I AM NEAR ONE


Do you go with someone?
USUALLY WITH MY WIFE, FAMILY AND/OR FRIENDS


What style(s) of wine tasting do you like?
ALL – YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT IS OUT THERE IF YOU DON’T GIVE IT A TRY

Hosting wine tastings


When did you start hosting?
EVERY MEAL IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A WINE TASTING SO WE HAVE ONE EVERY DAY (CALLED DINNER).  WE HAVE HOSTED SMALL INFORMAL WINE TASTINGS FOR FRIENDS – JUST ANOTHER WAY TO HAVE A PARTY WITH FRIENDS WITH COMMON INTERESTS


What do you do to prepare for a hosting?
JOINTLY WORK ON MENU AND WINE – YOU CAN PICK FOODS OR WINES FIRST AND THEN PICK THE APPROPRIATE MATCH.


How do you decide what wines to provide?
TRY TO INCLUDE WINES THAT PEOPLE HAVE NOT TASTED BEFORE ALONG WITH FAMILIAR ONES FOR COMPARISON.  ALSO TRY TO INCLUDE VARIOUS STYLES AND COUNTRIES


Where do you get the wine?
N/A – THERE ARE LAWS IN PENNSYLVANIA THAT REQUIRE ALL WINE TO BE PURCHASED THROUGH STATE STORES.  PA NOW HAS SPECIALTY STORES THAT CARRY EXCELLENT SELECTIONS AT VERY GOOD PRICES


Do you have a theme? If so, how do you choose and what are some examples?
NOT USUALLY


Where do you host the wine tasting and how do you decide this location?
OUR PERSONAL WINE TASTINGS ARE ALWAYS AT OUR HOUSE WITH PERSONAL FRIENDS.


Do you host private tastings, public tastings, or both?  Can you describe the differences between the two?
SEE ABOVE

In general


What is your motivation for going to or hosting wine tastings? (eg. to learn, to socialize, etc)
YES – LEARN, SOCIALIZE, ENJOY YOURSELF.  YOU NEVER LEARN ALL THERE IS TO LEARN BECAUSE EVERY YEAR A COMPLETELY NEW SET OF WINES ARE RELEASED THAT ARE UNIQUE.  NO TWO WINES ARE EVER THE SAME EVEN IF MADE BY THE SAME PEOPLE FROM THE SAME LAND


What is one of your favorite memories related to wine? Can you tell us about it?
SPECIAL EVENTS WITH MY WIFE – DINNERS IN FRANCE; SPECIAL OCCASIONS WITH FAMILY, ETC.  THE WINES YOU REMEMBER AS SPECIAL ARE DETERMINED BY THE ENVIRONMENT AS MUCH AS BY THE TASTE OF THE WINE ITSELF.


What has been the best resource in helping you to learn about wine?
MAGAZINES, BOOKS, TRAVEL TO WINERIES AND MOST IMPORTANTLY TASTING


How would you recommend a wine 'newbie' to learn more about wine?
READ THE ARTICLE (TASTINGS) IN THE WALL STREET JOURNAL EVERY FRIDAY AND OTHER CONSUMER ORIENTED PUBLICATIONS SUCH AS WINE SPECTATOR, WINE ENTHUSIAST, ETC.  AND BEGIN TRYING WINES WITH MEALS AND SEE WHAT YOU LIKE – KEEP YOURSELF OPEN TO NEW THINGS.
